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• Assess county capacity for adaptation planning

• Comprehensive plans versus hazard mitigation 
plans

• Reviewed plans for 23 counties and City of 
Baltimore

APPROACH FOR THE ANALYSIS

Credit:  SHA
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• 14 county comprehensive plans 

• 2 other adaptation plans

IDENTIFY PLANS THAT MENTION

CLIMATE CHANGE

Analysis
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• For the 16 county plans:

Climate change

Sea level rise

Coastal resiliency

TERMS USED TO DISCUSS

CLIMATE CHANGE

Analysis

Photo credit:, NOAA, MDE
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 16 county plans

Hazards that are associated with climate 
change
 Coastal hazards

 Precipitation variability

 Extreme weather

 Direct or indirect reference to climate changes

IDENTIFIED SPECIFIC HAZARDS

Analysis

Photo credit:  USDA, USFWS, MDP
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• Excerpts of Plans –
highlighting:

 Climate change 
terminology

 Policies and 
recommendations

 Resources 
impacted

 Direct or indirect 
reference to 
climate change

FINDINGS
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• Summary Table: 
Plans with Climate Change Hazards

FINDINGS
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• Review hazard mitigation plans in 
collaboration with MEMA

• Evaluate strength of existing policies
• Resources impacted

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEWS

COMPLETED – WHAT’S NEXT?
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Debbie Herr Cornwell, PLA, ASLA

Resource Conservation Planner

Maryland Department of Planning

deborah.herrcornwell@maryland.gov

410.767.4620

QUESTIONS?
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• Best practices
• Mechanisms for proposing/implementing 

best practices
• Coastal Resilience Element
• Recognizing and addressing obstacles
• Identify lessons learned/case studies

SHAPING STATE ADAPTATION PLANNING

GUIDANCE TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS


